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1603 ñEdoò became the  

central city of  Japan.

Sumida River served as a 

lifeline for unloading 

cargoes from all around the 

nation in Edo.

Edo culture such as 

ñfunaasobiò (boating) 

and ñhanabiò (fireworks) 

flourished.

1603  Beginning of Tokyo

RYOGOKU-FIREWORKS 
(UKIYO-E)



1867  Birth of the Meiji government

Dispatch of missions to developed countries in the West.

¸ A sewerage system is a necessary facility for a 

modern city.

¸ Outbreak of cholera

Hundred of thousands of people were dead in a year.

‚ Measures for controlling the epidemic were 

urgently required.

Meiji government decided to prepare sewerages.



THE DEATH TOLL FROM THE CHOLERA



1884 Construction of the 

Kanda sewerage





1922 Mikawashima sewage 

treatment plant



1922 Mikawashima sewage treatment 

system (Mikawashima treatment plant)



Mikawashima

sewage treatment plant today



Sewage treatment plant in the prewar period



The population of Tokyo decreased

to 3.2 million after the war.

High economic growth 

and water contamination

1954    7,350,000 people(the level of the prewar period)

1962  10,000,000 people

Rapid urbanization



1964 

TOKYO OLYMPIC GAMES



Contamination of rivers in the ó60s



Fishermen's demonstration action



1961Fireworks and intercollegiate boat   

race were cancelled.



1970  Revision of the Sewerage Law
The Tokyo Metropolitan Government prescribed 

the establishment of sewerages as a top 

priority measure.

Dissemination of sewerages

and restoration of clear streams

The rate of dissemination in the ó50s  About 10%

The rate of dissemination exceeded 50% in the ó70s.

1994  Fishes returned to the rivers in  

the central part of  Tokyo.



Dissemination of sewerage and 

improvement to water quality

1978 Fireworks and intercollegiate boat  

race were resumed.



They color the night sky 
beautifully 



Outbreak of cholera

Increase in flood damage

Increasing interest in 

living environments

Aggravation of the 

water quality of rivers

Arrival of the age of energy 

saving and recycling 

Heightening of interest in 

environments having more 

latitude

Public health

Countermeasures against floods

Adoption of flush toilets

Conservation of water quality

Effective use of resources

Creation of water cycles 

and water environments


